Summary

he 147th NZ issue contains
two main themes, as well
as additional pieces that
deal with individual cases
from the history of politics
and culture.

The issue opens with Vladislav Inozem-
tsev's reqular column IMPERIAL CHRONIC-
LES, which introduces two following the-
matic blocks. His text, entitled “A Post-
Imperial Empire”, is devoted not to Russia’s
history and current state of affairs, but
to the European Union, which many con-
temporary Russian politicians and propa-
gandists tend to call - right along with
the United States - “a main geopolitical
opponent of the Russian Federation”. The
author proposes his own classification of
the types of post-imperial formations that
have emerged in Europe since the end of
World War II. The first type is an empire
that has not responded to the challenge
of the end of the colonial era, an empire
that holds (or tries to hold) its national
provinces by force. According to Inozem-
tsev, the USSR was such an empire, and
post-Soviet Russia has continued on the
same course. A different type of empire
is the new kind of voluntary, non-violent
post-empire, such as the European Union.
Ergo, Inozemtsev believes that the nature
of the current confrontation between the
Russian Federation and the EU is not only
(and not so much) geopolitical, but rather
ideological and conceptual.

The main conflict between Russia and
the European Union is unfolding around
Ukraine, whom Russia is trying to return,
one way or another, to its sphere of influ-
ence. The first two collections of materials
in this NZ issue are devoted to the domestic
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and foreign policy aspects of this conflict,
the aspects that have to do with Russia.

The first block is called “RUSSIA UNDER
THE NEwW/OLD REGIME"; it contains artic-
les on the transformation that Vladimir
Putin’s regime (the “old” one, because
it had already taken shape by 2022) has
undergone during the first year of the
military conflict (thus acquiring a “new”
flavour). Sergey Ryzhenkov analyses the
internal logic of the transformation of
Putin’s regime in the context of the his-
tory of dictatorial regimes in the 20th and
early 21st centuries, from Europe to Latin
America (“Putin and Rationality. Some
Considerations on the Metamorphoses of
Russia’s Regime”). Alexey Makarkin writes
about the Russian Orthodox Church, which
by now is an almost state-run institution,
and has played a significant role in this
transformation. Lastly, Petr Alekseev con-
tinues his series of essays analysing the
mechanisms of the rhetoric of the Russian
side during the conflict in Ukraine (“Par-
tially Total Corrections”). The theme of the
metamorphoses that have taken place
over the past year in domestic politics and
public opinion in Russia concludes with
a new installment of Alexei Levinson's
regular column SOCIOLOGICAL LYRICS (“So
We Have Got off the Needle”). At the same
time, Levinson's column acts as a lead-in
to the second block of materials, since it
largely deals with the changes in Russia’s
international prospects resulting from
the conflict with Ukraine, the EU and the
United States — and with the alleged atti-
tude of the Russian public towards those
changes.

The following block is called “THE New/
OLD REGIME AND THE WORLD”. Andrey Me-
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dushevsky discusses the consequences
of the current situation for the legal
foundations of international relations
(“The Crisis of International Law and the
Ukraine Conflict”). Developing this topic
further, professor at the University of
Ottawa, Paul Robinson, attempts to trace
the shifts in the system of international
relations that could determine the “world-
wide agenda” in the following decade.
Danila Krasnov's article has as its subject
the recent history of the relationship
between the different types of autocratic
regimes and their practice of starting
military conflicts with neighbors.

The second big theme of the 147th
NZ issue has more to do with the field of
social and cultural anthropology. This col-
lection, entitled “A GLOSSARY OF INFRA-
STRUCTURES”, is an experiment: NZ has
offered its pages to a collective project
aiming to describe various infrastructures
that make it possible for us and our society
to function. Among such infrastructures
the authors and the block’s compiler Denis
Sivkov count a wide variety of phenomena,

from paving stones covering city streets
to cadasters of urban engineering structu-
res, from latrines used on archaeological
expeditions, to the Internet as a way of
the network society arrangement. This
collection contains 16 short essays (many
of them illustrated), preceded by an intro-
ductory piece written by the compiler.

The PoLITICS OF CULTURE section is
taken up by Vadim Mikhailin and Galina
Belyaeva's voluminous article “The Symbo-
lic Language of Pavel Kuznetsov: Materials
for a Dictionary”, which proposes an unex-
pected socio-cultural interpretation of the
artist’s work. He started out before the
revolution as a symbolist, and later found
a place for himself within the new socia-
list realist canon - without, according to
the authors, really changing his artistic
lexicon or his way of artistic thinking.

As usual, the 147th NZissue concludes
with the NEw Books section, among
which we can single out the response of
the historian Nick Lucas to two books on
the contemporary history of Wales and
the current situation in the country.

Ogpopmume nodnucky
HA XKYPHAN MOXHO

8 cneaymuux azeHmcmsax:

«MopnucHble n3faHnax»:
nognucHom nHaekc N3832
(Tonbko no Poccuu)
https://podpiska.pochta.ru

«MK-lMepuoankan:
NoANUCHOW NHAEKC 45683
(no Poccuu u 3a py6exom)
www.periodicals.ru

«3JKcTpa-M»:

NOANUCHO MHAEKC 42756
(no Poccum n CHI)
www.em-print.ru

«MBuc»:

NOANUCHON MHAEKC 45683
(no Poccun u 3a py6exom)
www.ivis.ru

«MHdopm-cuctemar:
NOANUCHON NHAEKC 45683
(no Poccuu 1 3a pybexom)
www.informsystema.ru

«NHdopmHaykax:
NoANMUCHOM MHAEKC 45683
(no Poccuu u 3a pybexom)
www.informnauka.ru

«MpeccuHdopm»:
NoANMUCHOW MHAEKC 45683
(no Poccuu n CHI)
http://pinform.spb.ru

«Ypan-lpeccx»:
NoANMUCHOW MHAEKC: 45683
(no Poccuu u 3a pybexom)
www.ural-press.ru

Mpuobpecmu xypHan
8bI MOXKEme 8 cedyuiUux
MazasuHax:

B Mockse:

«MockoBckuit lom KHurux»
yn. Hosblit Apbar, 8

+7 495 789-35-91

«PanaHcTep»
M. THe3pgHWKOBCKMIA nep., 12/27
+7 495 749-57-21

«®PanaHcTep» (Ha BuHzasoae)
4-i1 CoIpOMATHUYECKMUA

nep., 1-6 (tepputopus LiCU
BuH3aBoa)

+7 495 926-30-42

«Uuonkosckniiy»
NATHULKKI nep., 8
+7 495 951-19-02

B Canxm-llemep6ypze:
Ha cknape uspatenscrsa
Jurosckuii np., 27/7

+7 812 579-50-04

+7 952 278-70-54

B Boporese:
«MeTpoBCKuMity»

yn. 20-netus BJIKCM, 54a
(TL, «MeTpoBCkmit naccax»)
+7 473 233-19-28

B Exameputbypee:
«MnNoTpoBCKM»

yn. b. Enbumna, 3
(<EnbUmH-LEeHTPY)
+7 343 312-43-43

B Hux+em Hoszopode:
«[npuxabnby»

yn. b. MNokposckas, 46
+7 831 434-03-05

B llepmu:
«MNOTPOBCKMIN»

yn. JleHnHa, 54
+7 342 243-03-51



